We develop the bivector formalism in higher dimensional Lorentzian spacetimes. We define the Weyl bivector operator in a manner consistent with its boost-weight decomposition. We then algebraically classify the Weyl tensor, which gives rise to a refinement in dimensions higher than four of the usual alignment (boost-weight) classification, in terms of the irreducible representations of the spins. We are consequently able to define a number of new algebraically special cases. In particular, the classification in five dimensions is discussed in some detail. In addition, utilizing the (refined) algebraic classification, we are able to prove some interesting results when the Weyl tensor has (additional) symmetries.
Introduction
Higher dimensional Lorentzian spacetimes are of considerable interest in current theoretical physics. Therefore, it is useful to have generalisations to higher dimensions of the mathematical tools (which have been successfully employed in 4d) to study higher dimensional Lorentzian spacetimes. In particular, the introduction of the alignment theory [1] has made it possible to algebraically classify any tensor in a Lorentzian spacetime of arbitrary dimensions by boost weight, including the classification of the Weyl tensor and the Ricci tensor (thus generalizing the Petrov and Segre classifications in 4d). In addition, using alignment theory the higher dimensional Bianchi and Ricci identities have been computed [2] and a higher dimensional generalization of Newman-Penrose formalism has been presented [1] .
It is also of interest to develop other mathematical tools for studying higher dimensional Lorentzian spacetimes. Two other types of classification can be obtained by introducing bivectors and spinors. The algebraic classification of the Weyl tensor using bivectors or spinors is equivalent to the algebraic classification of the Weyl tensor by boost weight in 4d (i.e., the Petrov classification [3] ). However, these classifications are different in higher dimensions. In particular, the algebraic classification using alignment theory is rather coarse, and it may be useful to develop the algebraic classification of the Weyl tensor using bivectors or spinors to obtain a more refined classification. It is the purpose of this paper to develop the bivector formalism in higher dimensions.
Indeed, we are primarily motivated to develop the bivector formalism in higher dimensions in order to generalize the various theorems presented [4, 5, 6 ] to higher dimensions. In [4] it was shown that in 4d a Lorentzian spacetime metric is either I-non-degenerate, and hence locally characterized by its scalar polynomial curvature invariants constructed from the Riemann tensor and its covariant derivatives, or is a degenerate Kundt spacetime. The (higher dimensional) Kundt spacetimes admit a kinematic frame in which there exists a null vector ℓ that is geodesic, expansion-free, shear-free and twist-free; the Kundt metric is written in [5, 7] . The degenerate Kundt spacetimes [5] are such that there exists a common null frame in which the geodesic, expansion-free, shearfree and twist-free null vector ℓ is also the null vector in which all positive boost weight terms of the Riemann tensor and its covariant derivatives are zero. Therefore, the degenerate Kundt spacetimes are the only spacetimes in 4d that are not I-non-degenerate, and their metrics are the only metrics not determined by their curvature invariants [4] . The degenerate Kundt spacetimes were classified algebraically by the Riemann tensor and its covariant derivatives in [5] . Recently, a number of exact higher dimensional solutions have been studied [8] , including a class of exact higher dimensional Einstein-Maxwell Kundt spacetimes [9] .
In the proof of the I-non-degenerate theorem in [4] , it was necessary to determine for which Segre types for the Ricci tensor the spacetime is I-nondegenerate. In each case, it was found that the Ricci tensor, considered as a curvature operator, admits a timelike eigendirection; therefore, if a spacetime is not I-non-degenerate, its Ricci tensor must be of a particular Segre type. By analogy, in higher dimensions it is possible to show that if the algebraic type of the Ricci tensor (or any other rank 2 curvature operator written in 'Segre form') is not of one of the types {(1, 1)11...}, {2111...}, {(21)11...}, {(211)11...}, {3111...}, etc. (or their degeneracies; for example, {3(11)1...}, etc.), then the spacetime is I-non-degenerate. Similar results in terms of the Weyl tensor in bivector form in 4d were proven. However, to generalize these results to higher dimensions it is necessary to develop the bivector formalism for the Weyl tensor in higher dimensions.
Lorentzian spacetimes for which all polynomial scalar invariants constructed from the Riemann tensor and its covariant derivatives are constant are called CSI spacetimes. All curvature invariants of all orders vanish in an n-dimensional Lorentzian VSI spacetime [7] . If the aligned, repeated, null vector ℓ is also covariantly constant, the spacetime is CCNV. Spacetimes which are Kundt-CSI, VSI or CCNV are degenerate-Kundt spacetimes. Supersymmetric solutions of supergravity theories have played an important role in the development of string theory (see, for example, [10] ). Supersymmetric solutions in M -theory that are not static admit a CCNV [1] . This class includes a subset of the Kundt-CSI and the VSI spacetimes as special cases. The higher dimensional VSI and CSI degenerate Kundt spacetimes are consequently of fundamental importance since they are solutions of supergravity or superstring theory, when supported by appropriate bosonic fields [11] .
In [6] we investigated 4d Lorentzian CSI spacetimes and proved that if a 4d spacetime is CSI, then either the spacetime is locally homogeneous or the spacetime is a Kundt spacetime for which there exists a frame such that the positive boost weight components of all curvature tensors vanish and the boost weight zero components are all constant. Other possible higher dimensional generalizations of the results in [6] were discussed in [12] . Again, the first step is to investigate the curvature operators in higher dimensions and to classify these (especially the Weyl tensor) for the various algebraic types. This necessitates a bivector formalism for the Weyl tensor in higher dimensions.
It is also possible to generalize Penrose's spinor calculus [13] of 4d Lorentzian geometry to higher dimensions. Recently, partly motivated by the discovery of exact black ring solutions in five (and higher) dimensions [14] , a spinor calculus has been explicitly developed in 5d [15] . When the spin covariant derivative is compatible with the spacetime metric and the symplectic structure (in 5d, the spin space is a 4d complex vector space endowed with an antisymmetric tensor which plays the role of a metric tensor), it can be shown [15] that the spin covariant derivative is unique and the 5d curvature spinors (e.g., the Ricci spinor and the Weyl spinor) can be defined. It is then desirable to generalize to 5d the Newman-Penrose formalism [15] and the algebraic classification of the Weyl spinor [16, 17] . In particular, in 5d the Weyl tensor can be represented by the Weyl spinor, which is equivalent to the Weyl polynomial (which is a homogeneous quartic polynomial in 3 variables) [17] ; the algebraic classification can then be realised by putting the Weyl polynomial into a normal form.
In this paper we consider bivectors in arbitrary dimensions, and particularly their properties under Lorentz transformations, with the aim to algebraically classify the Weyl tensor in higher dimensions (based, in part, on the eigenbivector problem). We first define the Weyl bivector operator in any dimension while keeping in mind the boost weight (b.w.) decomposition in order to utilize the algebraic classification of [1] . We then refine the classification of [1] in terms of the irreducible representations of the spins. This enables us to define several algebraically special cases; for example, a number of special subcases in 5d are presented in section 6. In particular, the refinement is particularly amenable to cases where the Weyl tensor has (additional) symmetries. In the final sections we present some results concerning algebraically special Weyl tensors with symmetries and make some brief comments on eigenvalue problems and I-nondegeneracy. We note that brief reviews of the algebraic classification of the Weyl tensor of [1] and curvature operators introduced in [4] are given in the last two appendices.
The Bivector operator
Given a vector basis k µ we can define a set of (simple) bivectors
spanning the space of antisymmetric tensors of rank 2. The interpretation of such a basis is clear: F A spans a 2-dimensional plane defined by the vectors k µ and k ν . This implies (and follows also directly from the definition) that an antisymmetric tensor G αβ is a simple bivector if and only if G α[β G γδ] = 0.
Consider a d = (2 + n)-dimensional Lorentzian space with the following null-frame {ℓ, n, m i } so that the metric is
Let us consider the following bivector basis (in that order):
. The Lorentz metric also induces a metric, η MN , in bivector space. If m = n(n − 1)/2, then
where 1 n , and 1 m are the unit matrices of size n × n and m × m, respectively, and we have assumed the bivector basis is in the order given above. This metric can then be used to raise and lower bivector indices. Let V ≡ ∧ 2 T * p M be the vector space of bivectors at a point p. Then consider an operator C = (C M N ) : V → V . We will assume that it is symmetric in the sense that C MN = C N M .
With these assumptions, the operator C can be written on the following (n + 1 + m + n)-block form:
Here, the block matrices H (barred, checked and hatted) are all symmetric. Checked (hatted) matrices correspond to negative (positive) b.w. components. The eigenbivector problem can now be formulated as follows. A bivector F A is an eigenbivector of C if and only if
Such eigenbivectors can now be determined using standard results from linear algebra.
Lorentz transformations
The Lorentz transformations in (2 + n)-dimensions, SO(1, 1 + n) act on bivector space via its adjoint representation, Γ:
Therefore, in terms of the Lie algebras:
So the Lie algebra representation X, will be antisymmetric with respect to η MN :
Lorentz transformations consist of boosts, spins and null rotations. Let us consider each in turn.
Boosts
The boosts, B : V → V , can be represented by the following matrix:
This matrix has boost weight 0, and, if we decompose C according to the boost weight, C = b (C) b , the boosts have the following property:
Spins
The spins can be considered as a matrix
where G ∈ SO(n) andḠ is its adjoint representation; i.e., for an antisymmetric n × n matrix A ∈ so(n), so that A = A B ǫ B where ǫ B is a basis for so(n),
The spins also have boost weight 0.
Null rotations
The null rotations can be considered as follows. For a column vector z ∈ R n , define the b.w. −1 operator (in the Lie algebra representation of the null rotations):
There is also an analogous b.w. +1 operatorN (z). The null rotations can now be found by exponentiation: N (z) = eŇ (z) . This can be equated to (which is also the b.w. decomposition):
Note that the inverse is as follows:
The null rotations are the only transformations that mix up the boost weight decomposition.
The Weyl operator
Let us henceforth consider the Weyl tensor. For the Weyl tensor we can make the following identifications (indices B, C, .. should be understood as indices
The Weyl tensor is also traceless and obeys the Bianchi identity:
These conditions translate into conditions on our block matrices. Let us consider each boost weight in turn, and let us use this to express these matrices into irreducible representations of the spins. Note that only non-positive boost weights are considered. To get the positive boost weights, replace all checked quantities with hatted ones.
Boost weight 0 components
Here we have
Starting with the latter, this means that the matrixH B C fulfills the reduced Bianchi identies. It is also symmetric which means that it has the same symmetries as an n-dimensional Riemann tensor. Hence, we can split this into 1 Note that the presence of 1 2 in front of the bivector metric implies that we have to be a bit careful when lowering/raising indices. Here we will define components C M N to be the components of the Weyl tensor, which differs from the definition in [18] in 4d.
irreducible parts over SO(n) using the "Weyl tensor", "trace-free Ricci" and "Ricci scalar" as follows (n > 2):
The remaining Bianchi identities now imply:
This means that the b.w. 0 components can be specified using the irreducible compositions above:
Note that in lower dimensions we have the special cases for the n-dimensional Riemann tensor:
• Dim 4 (n = 2):S ij =C ijkl = 0.
• Dim 5 (n = 3):C ijkl = 0.
• Dim 6 (n = 4):
− are the self-dual, and the anti-self-dual parts of the Weyl tensor, respectively. The same can be done with the antisymmetic tensor
A spin G ∈ SO(n) acts as follows on the various matrices:
If C µναβ is the Weyl tensor (we recall that Greek indices run over the full spacetime manifold), the type D case is therefore completely characterised in terms of a n-dimensional Ricci tensor, a Weyl tensor, and an antisymmetric tensor A ij , as explained earlier. Therefore, let us first use the spins to diagonalise the "Ricci tensor"R ij . This matrix can then be described in terms of the Segre-like notation corresponding to its eigenvalues. There are two types of special cases worthy of consideration. The first is the usual degeneracy in the eigenvalues which occurs when two, or more, eigenvalues are equal. The other special case happens when a eigenvalue is zero. Using a Segre-like notation, we therefore get the types
{0111..}, {0(11)1..}, {00(11)...} etc.,
where a zero indicates a zero-eigenvalue. Regarding the antisymmetric matrix A ij , this must be of even rank. A standard result gives the canonical blockdiagonal form of A:
Therefore, we see that we can characterise an antisymmetric matrix using the rank; i.e., 2k. Note that the stabiliser is given by
The antisymmetric matrix A may also possess degeneracies allowing for more symmetries. For example, if a 1 = a 2 , then the symmetry O(2) × O(2) acting on these blocks, is being enhanced to U (2) (under the adjoint action). Finally, characterisation of the "Weyl tensor"C ijkl reduces to characterising the Weyl tensor of the corresponding fictitious n-dimensional Riemannian manifold.
Algebraically, we can also consider alignments; e.g., if the antisymmetric tensor A ij which can be an eigenvector or not, toH B C . If the bivector A B is indeed an eigenbivector then this would be a special case.
Boost weight -1 components
For the b.w. −1 components we have the following identities:
Let us start with the latter identity which involves the matrixĽ = (Ľ i B ). The index B is an antisymmetric index [jk], therefore, we can consider the tensoř
Such tensors have been classified (see, e.g., [19] ). Furthermore, the Bianchi identity implies thatĽ (ikj) = 0, which gives:
1. For n = 2, there exists a vectorv i such thať 
Therefore, the boost weight -1 components can be specified using the irreducible decomposition:
Also note thatǨ
These conditions can be used to characterise the b.w. −1 components into a type (A) case (for whichǨ = 0) and a type (B) case (for whichŤ = 0).
Boost weight -2 components
Here we have that
This identity implies that the matrixȞ is traceless:
The matrixȞ can be characterised in terms of its eigenvalues,λ i . These eigenvalues fulfill iλ i = 0.
The algebraic classification
Let us consider the classification in [1] , and investigate the different algebraic types in turn. In general, there will also be algebraically special cases of type G asĤ can have degenerate cases (e.g., {(11)1}) or there might be alignment of the various blocks.
Type I
The tensor C µναβ is of type I if and only if there exists a null frame such that the operator C takes the form:
If C µναβ is the Weyl tensor, there would be two subcases for which:
2
• Type I(A):K = 0.
• Type I(B):T = 0.
More precisely, we shall refer to these as subcasesÂ andB to differentiate the subcases in subsection 4.4; however, we shall omit the quantifiers if the context is clear. If the type I Weyl tensor is in the aligned null-frame, then criteria for the Weyl tensor being in each of these subcases can be given as follows:
2 Note thatK = 0 andT are invariant and unambiguous statements when only one WAND is present, but not necessarily when there are several WANDs (i.e., for type I i [1] ).
Type II
The tensor C µναβ is of type II if and only if there exists a null frame such that the operator C takes the form:
Then there will be algebraic subcases according to whether some of the irreducible components of b.w. 0 are zero or not. A complete characterisation of all such subcases is very involved in its full generality. However, a rough classification in terms of the vanishing the irreducible components under spins can be made:
• Type II(a):R = 0
• Type II(b):S ij = 0
• Type II(c):C ijkl = 0.
• Type II(d):
Note that we can also have a combination of these; for example, type II(ac), which means thatR = 0 andC = 0.
Type D
The tensor C µναβ is of type D if and only if there exists a null frame such that the operator C takes the form:
Here all Lorentz transformations have been utilised, except for the spins. In addition, we note that type D tensors are invariant under boosts. As in the case of type II, we can have subcases as follows:
• Type D(a):R = 0
Note that in principle analogous algebraically special subcases exist for type I etc. For example, an algebraically special type I(A) can also obey further conditions like (a), (b), (c) or (d) (e.g., type I(Aad), etc).
Type III
The tensor C µναβ is of type III if and only if there exists a null frame such that the operator C takes the form:
If C µναβ is the Weyl tensor, then the orthogonal decomposition ofĽ defines two subcases:
• Type III(A):Ǩ = 0.
• Type III(B):Ť = 0.
More precisely, types III(Ǎ) and III(B). Again, these cases can be given in terms of conditions on the Weyl tensor:
Type N
The tensor C µναβ is of type N if and only if there exists a null frame such that the operator C takes the form
A type N tensor can be completely classified as follows. The matrixȞ is symmetric, so by using the spins we can therefore diagonalise this matrix completely. The type N tensor is therefore characterised by the eigenvalues of the matrixȞ. If C µναβ is the Weyl tensor, this matrix is traceless and, using a Segre-like notation, we get the following possibilities in low dimensions:
• Dim 4: {11}
• Dim 5: {111}, {(11)1}, {110}
• Dim 6: {1111}, {(11)11}, {(111)1}, {(11)(11)}, {1110}, {(11)10}, {1100}
Dimension 4 (n = 2)
Let us consider the special case of dimension 4 and show how it reduces to the standard analysis. In 4 dimensions, the Weyl operator can always be put in type I form by using a null rotation (hence,Ĥ = 0). Furthermore, the irreducible representations under the spins are:
We notice that seemingly there are a total of 8 components; however, we still have the unused freedom of one spin, one boost and two null-rotations. In each of the algebraically special cases we can use these to simplify the Weyl tensor even further. Since the 4 dimensional case is well-known, let us only consider type D and type III for illustration.
Type D
For n = 2, the Weyl tensor reduces to specifying two scalars, namelyR and A 34 . We now get
consequently, the Weyl operator C has eigenvalues:
We note that this is in agreement with the standard type D analysis in 4 dimenions (see [18] ). The type D case is boost invariant, and also invariant under spins, consequently the isotropy is 2-dimensional. The two subcases A 34 = 0 andR = 0 (type D(d) and D(a), respectively) are in 4 dimensions referred to the purely "electric" and "magnetic" cases, respectively. In 4 dimensions, there is a duality relation, ⋆, which interchanges these two cases; i.e., C → ⋆C interchanges the electic and magnetic parts.
Type III
In dimension 4, only case III(B) exists, which is idential to the type III general case. Therefore, the type III case has only non-trivialv i andȞ ij . However, we still have unused freedom in spins, null-rotations, and boosts.
Using the equations for null-rotations in Appendix C when applying a nullrotation, theȞ ij transform as (for type III case):
Let us see if we can setȞ ij = 0 using a null-rotation. This reduces to requiring:
We can always find a z i solving these equations provided thatv = 0. Consequently, for a proper type III spacetime, we can always use a null rotation so thatȞ ij = 0. The remaining spin and boost can then be used to setv 3 = 1, v 4 = 0. This is a well-known result in 4 dimensions.
Dimension 5 (n = 3)
The 5-dimensional case is considerably more difficult than the 4-dimensional case. The complexity drastically increases and hence the number of special cases also increases. However, the 5 dimensional case is still managable and some simplifications occur (compared to the general case). Most notably,C ijkl = 0, andŤ i jk can be written, using a matrixň ij , as follows (similarly forT i jk ):
where the conditions onŤ i jk imply thatň ij is symmetric and trace-free. Therefore, we have the following components in dimension 5:
Let us consider here the following order of the spatial bivectors:
and consider some of the special cases in dimension 5.
Type D
For a type D Weyl tensor only the following components can be non-zero:
where i, j = 3, 4, 5. Let us use the spins to diagonalise (S i j ) = diag(S 33 , S 44 , S 55 ). Without any further assumptions, the Weyl blocks take the form:
The general type D tensor thus has this canonical form. There are two special cases where we can use the extra symmetry to get the simplified canonical form: D(d) ), we note that case (ii) enjoys the full invariance under the spins (i.e., SO(3)).
Type III
A type III Weyl tensor can have the following non-zero components:
Generally, we can use the spins to diagonaliseň ij . Therefore, the general case is {111} (all eigenvalues different), with the special cases {(11)1}, {110} and {000} (the latter case is, of course, type III(B) ). Furthermore, in the general case, the vectorv i needs not be aligned with the eigenvectors ofň ij (norȞ ij ). There would consequently be special cases wherev i is an eigenvector ofň ij (anď H ij ). Therefore, unlike in dimension 4 for which there is only one case, the type III case in 5 dimensions have a wealth of subcases. It is possible to explicitly delineate all algebraically special cases; this will be done elsewhere [20] .
Weyl tensors with symmetry
Let us consider the case of dimension 5 (n = 3), where we impose certain (additional) symmetries on the Weyl tensor. The isotropy must be a subgroup of SO(1, 4), of which there are numerous subgroups. If the isotropy consists of a boost, then it must be of type D. Let us concentrate on groups H such that H ⊂ SO(4) ⊂ SO(1, 4). These groups would therefore have spacelike orbits. The group SO (4) is not simple and can be considered as:
Using the quarternions, H, we can consider the action of SO (4) as the action of the unit quaternions, H 1 ∼ = SU (2), on a vector v ∈ H (∼ R 4 as a vector space) as follows:
Note that the "diagonal action", v → q 1 vq −1
1 , leaves the vector v = 1 invariant; hence, this is the standard SO(3) ⊂ SO(4).
In the following we will consider various subgroups of SO(4) that can occur and see what restrictions these impose on the form of the Weyl tensor in 5 dimensions. However, note that these are not all of the possible subgroups.
SO(2)
Here, defining κ = diag (−2, 1, 1) , the Weyl tensor can be chosen to have the following form:Ȟ
For this case, the Weyl tensor can be chosen to be of the form (κ = diag(−2, 1, 1)):
SO(3)
Here, there is only one independent component, namelyR. Hence, this is automatically of type D.
SU (2)
Defining D = diag(λ 1 , λ 2 , λ 3 ) where λ 1 + λ 2 + λ 3 = 0, the Weyl tensor can be chosen to be of the following form:
U (2)
Again defining κ = diag(−2, 1, 1), the Weyl tensor can be chosen to have the following form:
SO(4)
This is the conformally flat case; hence, this is of type O.
Examples
An Einstein space: Let us consider a 5-dimensional example and determine the Weyl type of this metric. We will consider the particular Kundt metric [11] :
By chosing
this is an Einstein space with R µν = [(2b 2 −a 2 )/(2b 4 )]g µν . By using the standard Kundt frame, ℓ = du, n = dv + σv 2 du + αv(dx + sin ydz),
the Weyl tensor is seen to have b.w. 0, −1 and −2 terms. However, we still have some null-rotations we can use to try to simplify the Weyl tensor further. Indeed, performing the null-rotation as follows:
where ζ = vα, brings the Weyl tensor into a type D form. In the tilded nullframe, the only non-zero components of the Weyl tensor are:
Consequently, we get the result:
Indeed, one can easily check that these isotropies of the Weyl tensor, including the boost-isotropy, correspond to actual Killing vectors of the spacetime (in fact, the metric above is also space-time homogeneous)
A 5d spatially homogeneous cosmology: Let us consider the following metric:
Using the obvious orthonormal frame, we get the following results:
Consequently, the Weyl tensor possesses an U (2) isotropy. Indeed, the spatial sections, for fixed t, is the complex hyperbolic space H 2 C , which can be considered as the homogeneous space
U (2) . Consequently, the spacetime will have an isotropy group U (2) which, of course, the Weyl tensor will inherit. This spacetime is thus an example of a spacetime where the Weyl tensor has a U (2)-isotropy.
Let us also check the eigenvalues of the Weyl tensor and see what kind of projection operator we can obtain in this case. Due to the simple structure of the Weyl tensor we can easily find the eigenvectors/values of the Weyl operator in this case. Using the orthonormal frame, the eigenvalues and eigenvectors are: • 0: All bivectors orthogonal to the bivectors above.
If we therefore consider the projector, ⊥, associated with the eigenvalue −4λ, we note that this can be written:
We observe that by a contraction we obtain:
which is a curvature projector of type {1, (1111)}. Consequently, in the language of [4] , the metric (46) is an I-non-degenerate metric. In fact, all nonconformally flat 5d metrics with U (2) isotropy of the Weyl tensor are I-nondegenerate.
Weyl tensors with large symmetry groups
In this section we will state some results with regards to the Weyl tensor when the Weyl tensor possesses a relatively large isotropy group with spacelike orbits. First, let us state a well-known result regarding almost maximal symmetry: Proof. This proof is well-known and can easily be obtained using the Weyl operator in the orthonormal frame, see Appendix D.
This means that, for d > 3, all such spacetimes are conformally flat. Examples of such spacetimes would be the higher-dimensional Friedmann-RobertsonWalker models. Proof. We can assume this group acts on the basis vectors m i . Consequently, all matrices need to be completely symmetric under the full set of spins and this implies thatĤ =Ȟ =S = 0. It is also clear thatv =v = 0 and thať T =T = 0. Moreover,C ijkl is a "Weyl tensor" with maximal symmetry; hence, this is zero also. For A ij and d > 4, we also need A ij = 0. The only scalar isR, which is clearly invariant and therefore the only component that can be non-zero.
Note that for d = 4, the symmetry SO(2) also requires the Weyl tensor to be of type D; however, A 45 needs not be zero. Therefore, in 4 dimensions the Weyl tensor may have 2 non-zero components. • d = 4:
• d > 4:
We notice that in this case, as long asR = 0, there will be one projection operator of the block form (here, 0 is the square zero-matrix) 
Proof. We choose the action so that it leaves m Finally, we should point out that we still have null rotations and a boost left which can be used to simplify the Weyl tensor even further. Proof. First we note that the group U (k) acts irreducibly on the spatial tangent space spanned by {ω x , m i } (orthonormal frame). Using the bivector operator for the orthonormal frame (see Appendix D), we find that the Weyl tensor components involving t have to be of the following form:
However, C tµ tµ = 0, which means that λ = 0 and thus C tαµν = 0. Consequently, the Weyl tensor is purely spatial with symmetry U (k). A standard result is that this Weyl tensor only has one independent component. The Weyl tensor can therefore be written C = φ 2C , where φ is some function andC is a constant tensor in the orthonormal frame. This tensor is U (k)-symmetric and has only one component; therefore, the Weyl tensor has to be proportional to one of the 2 spaces given (the proportionality factor, φ 2 , will be related to the conformal factor).
In the above theorem the group U (k) acts irreducibly on the spatial vectors. Consequently, if we consider the rank 2 tensor T 
Summary
In this paper we have considered bivectors and defined the Weyl bivector operator in arbitrary dimensions. We have then utilized the Weyl bivector operator and the boost weight decomposition of the Weyl tensor and consequently refined the algebraic classification of [1] in terms of the irreducible representations of the spins. Various algebraically special cases can now easily be defined. In Tables 1, 2 , and 3 we have summarised the classification of the Weyl tensor and its independent components in dimensions d = 4, d = 5 and d ≥ 6, respectively.
All of the algebraically special cases in 5d can be delineated precisely; this will be done in a future work [20] . under the aforementioned boost. An algebraic classification of tensors T has been developed [1] which is based on the existence of certain normal forms of (49) through successive application of null rotations and spin-boosts. In the special case where T is the Weyl tensor in four dimensions, this classification reduces to the well-known Petrov classification. However, the boost weight decomposition can be used in the classification of the Weyl tensor C in arbitrary dimensions. For the Weyl tensor we have in general, C = (C) +2 + (C) +1 + (C) 0 + (C) −1 + (C) −2 ,
in every null frame. A Weyl tensor is algebraically special if there exists a frame in which certain boost weight components can be transformed to zero.
B Curvature operators and curvature projectors
A curvature operator, T, is a tensor considered as a (pointwise) linear operator
for some vector space, V , constructed from the Riemann tensor, its covariant derivatives, and the curvature invariants.
The archetypical example of a curvature operator is obtained by raising one index of the Ricci tensor. The Ricci operator is consequently a mapping of the tangent space T p M into itself:
Another example of a curvature operator is the Weyl tensor, considered as an operator, C ≡ (C αβ µν ), mapping bivectors onto bivectors.
For a curvature operator, T, consider an eigenvector v with eigenvalue λ; i.e., Tv = λv. If d = dim(V ) and n is the dimension of the spacetime, then the eigenvalues of T are GL(d) invariant. Since the Lorentz transformations, O(1, n − 1), will act via a representation Γ ⊂ GL(d) on T, the eigenvalue of a curvature operator is an O(1, n − 1)-invariant curvature scalar. Therefore, curvature operators naturally provide us with a set of curvature invariants (not necessarily polynomial invariants) corresponding to the set of distinct eigenvalues: {λ A }. Furthermore, the set of eigenvalues are uniquely determined by the polynomial invariants of T via its characteristic equation. The characteristic equation, when solved, gives us the set of eigenvalues, and hence these are consequently determined by the invariants.
We can now define a number of associated curvature operators. For example, for an eigenvector v A so that Tv A = λ A v A , we can construct the annihilator operator:
P A ≡ (T − λ A 1).
Considering the Jordan block form of T, the eigenvalue λ A corresponds to a set of Jordan blocks. These blocks are of the form: There might be several such blocks corresponding to an eigenvalue λ A ; however, they are all such that (B A − λ A 1) is nilpotent and hence there exists an n A ∈ N such that P nA A annihilates the whole vector space associated with the eigenvalue λ A .
This implies that we can define a set of operators ⊥ A with eigenvalues 0 or 1 by considering the products 
We can use these curvature projectors to decompose the operator T:
